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both Caſes, as was obſerw d under the eighth De- 
monſtration. If therefore by their co-inciding our 
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or formal Cauſe of the Divine vine Exiſtence. 
here, if I remember, we were inquiſitiye to know, 
what thoſe. Scholaſtick Terms imported, and whe- 
ther the Thought contain d in es Tacky 
net, a recent Pro of the eigkteenth Cen 
as alſo what Weight or Solidity there was in it: 
And if there were none, Whether it ir portended 
_ 8 to Religion, or EN og 998 Me 
be wo oppoling or confuting. Upon 
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'd, my Opinion was, am ſince 
more and more confirm d in the ſame, chat Thoſe 
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bt, . Centuries upwards, and never once 
d by Metaphy/icians or Divines ; that more- 
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its own Confutarion along withiitg as ſoon as under- 
ſtood ; and laſtly, that ſuch Principles might be 
prejudicial, i in ſome meaſure, both to Religion and 
, 909g if they ſhould happen to prevail; and that 
conſequently it would be doing good Service to 
Both, if due Caré were taken, in a proper mann 
to prevent their Growth. 
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 Metaphyſicians or Divines have former- 


2 E taught. ſo fe ar ar concerus the Argu- 
0 e ere a "ROY _— 9 Divine "of 


ence. hs 


1 ain 15 Two. antient 
Both of the ſame time, or nearly, and 


{ declaring againſt the Poſlibility of Zee, ous 


4 Priori the Exiftence of a Neity, or Firſt Cauſe. 
One of them was a Chriſtian Divine, = the 


other an acute Pagan Philoſopher. 


TRR Chriſtian Divine was Clemens of . * 


dria, who flouriſh'd about 4. D. 192. He EX= 
preſſes himſelf thus in Dr.  Cudworth's EE 2a 


A a 
« Gop is the moſt difficult Thing of all to b 


c diſcourſed of: Becanſe, ſince the Principle a 
c every thing is hard to find out, the /3r/# and moſt 
e antient Principle of all, which was the Cauſe fa 
* all other Things of their 


being made ¶ and 0 
te their Cagtinuance after they were made] m 


te needs be the hardeſt of all. be declared, 4 
© manifeſted. But neither can [God] be 
* apprehended * any Rene Science : Fe or 
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Tu E other antient Theift- 3 2 4 55 5 
difienſis,” Aa celebrated 3 Who fouriſh'd 


between H. D. 199, and 211. © Aſter he had pro- 


poſed an Argument for the: Exiſtence: of a Firſk 
Cauſe, drawn from the Conſideration of Motion, 
according to the Ariſtotelic Principles, he proceeds 
to obſerve as follows: This Argument [or 2 
« is in the way of Analyſis only, it being not 
ce ſible that there ſhoul he a ſ ſtrict] Demon ration 
ce of the Fir/t- Principle of all: Wherefore we 
ce muſt here fetch our Beginning from things that 
cc are reg it and manifeſt, and thence by way of 
« Analyſis aſcend to the Proof of that Firſt Na- 
ec ture which was before them. So Dr. Cud- 
worth renders the Paſſage: And the Reflection or 
Comment, which he makes upon what has here 
been quoted from theſe two antient Theifts, is in 
theſe Words : The true meaning of thoſe an- 

« tient Theiſts, ho denied that there could be 
« any Demonſtration of a God, was only This, that 
the Exiſtence of a OG could. nor be . 
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